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present, because it is patent to anyone
that even the people now on the electoral
roll can vote twice if they wish to.

How. F. WaircomBE : They often do.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: In towns like
Boulder, Coolgardie, and Kalgoorlie,
which are near to one another, a man
could, if he wished, vote several times on
the same day.

Hon. C. B. DempstER: If he voted
unlawfully he would be liable to prose-
cution,

Hox. C. SOMMERS: So he would be
under the system proposed by Mr.
Haynes. I would say that this great
question is very dear to my lheart; and
nuless the Bill is sent to the people, more
stringent steps will be taken by those who
are now called the shilting population of
the Eastern goldfields. 1 trust such
legislation will be brought in as will
enable the opinion of the whole of the
people to be taken on this great subject
of federation. (General applause.)

On motion by How. A. B. Kinsos,
debate further adjourned till the next
sitting.

ADJOURNMENT.

On motion by the Covrowian Secee-
Tary, the House adjourned at 540
o'clock until the next day at 430 p.m.

#egislative Bssembly,
Tueaday, 22nd Moy, 1900.

Papers presented--Question: Fishery Regulations--
Queskion: Branch Railways (private} on Goldfields
—&egsional Orders --Address-in-reply, adopted—
Motion: Duties on Imported Meat; Amendment
pagsed—Adjournment.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4-30
o'clock, p.m.

PrRAYERS.
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PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Minisrer oF Mings: Regula-
tions (new), made wnder Mineral Lands
Acts 1892 and 1899,

By the PrEsrEr: 1, By-laws of muni-
cipalities of Bunbury, Coolgardie, East
Fremantle, Kalgoorlie, Northam, Perth,
Busselton, Fremantle, Roebourne, and
Day Dawn; z, Further Correspondence
re position of colony in regard to federa-
tion.

Ordered to lie on the table.

QUESTION — FISHERY REGULATIONS,

M=z. GEQRGE asked the Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands: 1, Whether he
had taken any steps to remove the regu-
lations restricting fishing in the Southern
waters; 2z, Whether he was aware that
such regulations had caused widespread
distress among a hard-working industrial
population.

Tre COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
TANDS replied :—1, No steps have been
taken in the direction indicated; 2, I am
not aware that there is widespread dis-
tress owing to this closure. From care.
tul inquiries I find that there is almost
the same number of persons employed in
this industry at the present time, in the
Southern waters, as were previous to the
regulations referred to.

QUESTION—BRANCH KAILWAYS
(rrivaTi) ON GOLDFIELDS.

Mz. VOSPER asked the Commissioner
of Railways: 1, Whether it was true
that tivo branch lines of railway or tram-
way had been constructed from the Kal-
goorlie and Kanowna lines by private
enterprise ; 2, If so, what were the terms
of the concession or authority granted;
3, What was the gauge and length of the
said liues; 4, Under what legal authority
the Government had granted such con-
cessions or authority ; 5, What considera-
tion the Government had received for
such concessions; 6, Whe were the
persons to whom the concessions had
been granted; 7, What running powers
they had.

Tue COMMISSIONER 'F RAIL.
WAYS replied:—The questions should
have bLeen addressed to the Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands, as the Land Act
provides for the conmstruction of such
tramways. The Railway Department has
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merely given siding accommedation, ag
provxded for under the Regulations gov-
erning sidings. The Commissioner of
Crown Lands, however, advises as fol-
lows:—1, Yes, permission was granted
to Mr. C. Jobeon to lay down temporary
tramways for the conveyance of firewood
only, during the pleasure of the Minister
for Lands: 2, At a rental of £1 per
month, subject to existing rights under
the Goldfields and Mineral Lands Acts.
No timber lease or concession has been
granted ; 3, Gauge, 3ft. 6in,
not known ; 4, By Gloverninent, as pro-
vided for under the Lands Act; 5, See
answer to No. 2; 6, C. Jobson; 7,
None over Government railways,

SESSIONAL ORDERS.

On motions by the Premizr, the fol-
lowing sessional orders were made:——

Printive CoMmiTrEE—To consist of
the following members: Mr. Speaker,
Mr. Piesse, and Mr. Harper; to assist
Mr. Speaker in all matters which relate
to the printing executed by order of the
House, and for the purpose of selecting
and arranging for printing Returns and
Papers presented in pursuance of motions
made by members, and all papers laid
upon the table, whether in answer to
Addresses or otherwise.

Lisrary Commirree.—Mr. Speaker,
Mr Pennefather, Mr. Harper, Mr. Leake,
and Mr, Illingworth; with leave to sit
during any adjournment, and during the
recess, and with authority to act jointly
with the Library Committee of the
Legislative Council.

RerrEsuMENT Rooms COMMITTEE.-—
Mr. Speaker, Mr. Wood, Mr. Wilson, and
Mr. Higham; with leave to sit during
any adjournment, and during the recess.

ADDRESS IN REPLY TO OPEWING
SPEECH.

Debate resumed on the Address-in-
reply, moved at the previous sitting.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH (Central Mar-
chison), speaking as leader of the Oppe-
sition, said: This session is an extraor-
dinary one, a session called for a specific
purpose; and I propose to take an unusnal
course, that i, not to apealk at any length
on the Address-in-reply.
reasons for taking this course. The first
is that an opportunity, and a better
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Eportnmty, will be afforded to discuss
federal question when the Bill is
introduced, than on the present occasion.
The next reason why I propose not to
speal af length is that the member for
Albany (Mr. Leake) has been accepted,
I think throughout the colony, as the
leader of the federal movement, or at any
rateas the president of the Federal League;
and as he has done a vast amount of
work, I think the honour should lie with
him to lead in this final session, or
what I believe to be the final session, in
regard to the great question in dispute;
not upon federation particularly, but the
question of sending the Bill to the people.
This has been the question in dispute all
along, and I think the House is almost, if
not entirely, harmonious in ite desire to
send the question to Dbe decided by the
people of this colony. I understand this
session is called specifically for the pur-
pose of paseing the necessary powers to
send the Bill to the people; and it is my
wish, and I think it is the wish of members
sitting on this (Opposition) side of the
House, at any raie federalist members,
I think pretty well all members on this
side, that the member for Albany (Mr.
Leake) shall take the lead in this session
on the particular Bill. Another reason
why I do not propose to speak at all on
the federal question at the present timeis
that I desire above all things that the
question shall be settled upon a basis
that 18 strictly parliamentary and not
party; and as perbaps anything I might
say at the present stage might be inter-
preted to have some party significance,
consequently I do not intvend to discuss,
the federal question at the present stage.
Tt seems to me the Address-in-reply in
this extraordinary session s of a character
which necessarily, to a large extent, pre-
¢ludes debate. We have no Bill before
us except that which has just been
Iaid on the table of the House; and I
think it would be out of place and
unseemly to adtempt at this stage to
discuss the administration of the Govern-
ment, or the proposed policy of the
Government, because we have no such
proposals before us. As I understand
it, we have ome piece of work te do
in the present preliminary session. I

I have three | understand from the Address delivered

to ug that in o few weeks we are to deal
with the quesiions of the country. I
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presume the Government will then out-
line what they propose to do; and then
will be the most fitting time for members
to criticise the past actions of the Gov-
ernment, if they desire to do so, and to
express their opinions on the future
proposal of the Government. I simply
rose to explain why I did not intend to
discuss this Address or to occupy the
time of the House at any length upon
this particular question at the present
stage. I have nothing more to say at
the present moment. I want it to be
clearly understood that, as far as this
particular Bill is concerned, my desire,
and the desire of members on this side of
the House, ia that the member for
Albany shall take the lead in the debate
on the federal question.

Question—that the Address-in-reply be
adopted—pnt and passed.

MOTION—DUTIES ON IMPORTED MEAT.

M=r. VOSPER (North-East Coolgardie)
moved :

That in view of the great hardships inflicted
upon the poorer classes of the community by
the present high price of meat, it is the opinion
of this House that the duties npon imported
mesats and upon live stock should be forthwith
reduced or remitted.

He said : I must confess it was not my
intention to proceed with this motion this
evening, especially as the leader of the
House has requested that motions of
the sort shall not be considered before
the great question of federation. I
would like to say, in tbat connection, I
do not hold for one moment that the
mere fact that the Government have
decided upon a certain line of business
abrogates the rights of private members
in the slightest degree. I am not
bringing this question forward as a party
question. At the time notice of motion
was given, the leader of the Opposition
had not been consulted on the subject ;
and since a consultation has taken place,
his desire has been to as far as possible
facilitate the business of the House by
confining it to the question brought
forward by the Government. Tt appears
to me, however, that at the present
moment there is no business befove the
House. We have already passed the
Address-in-reply, and the second reading
of the Enabling Bill is set down for
to-morrow evening; consequently if we

[22 May, 1900.)

to Reduce Dulies. 29

were to rise at this stage and the House
were adjourned till to-morrow, it would
simply mean so much time wasted. I
wish it to be clearly understood, there-
fore, that in bringing forward a motion
of this importance I have no desire to
check the course of the Enabling Bill
In fact, had the two subjects come into
collisign, I should have had no besitation
whatever in withdrawing the motion.
But looking at the way in which the
Government have seen fit to urrange the
bisiness, and there being no possibility of
such collision, it is quite open to the
House to settle a matter of this kind. I
am glad at opportunity has occurred,
because T think there is no question more
closely affecting the interests of the
country at lurge than that of the price of
meat. We all take an interest, more or
less theoretical, in the question of federa-
tion; but we take more interest in the
question of what we shall eat and
what we shall be clothéd with. For a
few men who take a strong interest in
federation and desire to see the Bill
pushed through as rapidly as possible,
there are hundreds of others who desire
to sea some change made in the cost of
living in this colony. I do not propose
to debate the question at any length ; nor
do I intend to make any violent attack
upon what 18 called the ““ meat ring” of
this colony. If we commence attacking
so-called “rings™ in this country we ghall
have a very formidable task before us,
because it seems to me these rings are
wheels within wheels; a series of con-
centric circles.

Mr. A. Forresr: The “rings” are
with you this time.

Me. VOSPER : The present high price
of meat is due not only to the operations
of a ring that is known locally, but the
operations of a shipping ring, which has
greatly increased the freights and very
much augmented the difficulties of those
engaged m the buichering trade. I am
informed alse on good authority that
there bas been such a tremendous demand
for meat up and down the country that
it has led to a considerable interference
with the breeding stock, and T understand
that the next agricultural statistics will
reveal a state of affairs alarming from the
pastoralists’ point of view, as well as from
the congsumers’ point of view. We are face
to face with the fact that the price of
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meat is higher in Perth and on the gold-
fields than it has been for some years
past. That may mean a considerable
amount of distress among the poorer
classes of the commumity. It follows
that when people have to pay extravagant
prices for froit, vegetables, and almost
every article of diet, and enormous and
unprecedented prices for meat, and also
have to pay high rents—— '

Mg, A. Fornest: Rents are not very
high : they just pay the rates.

Mr. VOSPER: Perhaps the hon.
member looks at it from a landowner's
point of view, but I can assure him the
rents are high enough for my satisfaction.
Of course, it all depends upon the point
of view from which one looks at the ques-
tion. The rates in the city of Perth are
extortionate.

Me. A. Forrest: The same as they
were 10 years ago.

Mr. VOSPER: We are not here to
discuss the acts of the Perth City Council
at the present time, and the hon. member
will hear enough on that subject later on,
We are here to discuss the meat question,
and I assert that, whatever the cause may
be, the fact remains that the price of meat
is exceedingly high, and the burden
of earning » livelihood presses severely
on the people of this colony. It is
hard enough in Perth and the coastal
districts, but still barder in the con-
stituency I represent, and throughout the
goldfields generally. Itisthought, rightly
or wrongly, that the removal or suspen-
sion of the present duties on frozen and
imported meat would have the effect of
throwing the warket open, and that it
would have a little inflnence in the direc-
tion of lowering prices. That is the
object of the motion : there ig nothing in
the motion beyond that. I could not
really eay more if I were to argue the
subject at length. I shall, therefore,
content myself with moving the motion
standing in my name, and shall reserve
to myself the right of reply, if a debate
ensues.

Mr. InLiveworTr and Mr. Mowarr
{by intimation) rose to second the motion.

Tae PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) : While I think the hon. mem-
ber is quite right in moving in this
matter, and I admit the subject is an
important one, stil in my opinion it
should not have been brought forward
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at the present time. It may fairl
wait until the ordinary session of Parli:
ment. I am willing to admit that o
general principles when a product is hig
itis not a good thing to place any restri
tions upon its importation ; still notwitl
standing that the price of meat is high ¢
the present time--I refer to beef an
mutton, whether imported alive or dead-
no one, I think, can make himself believ
that the price will be largely reduced
the removal of the import duties. Any
one who takes the trouble to look int
the matter will see that the high priee ¢
meat at the present time is not due
the import duties. At the same time
freely admit that the high price of me:
may be considered a reason for removin
an import duty, be it ever a0 small, W
all know that the duty on imported bee
if imported alive, is about a farthing
pound ; and we all know that the duty o
imported mutton, if .imported alive,
about a farthing a pound. We kuo
that the duty on meat imported is, o
dead meat a halfpenny per pound, an
on the frozen stuff, as it is called, tb
duty is three-farthings per pound. It |
not a farthing a pound, or a halfpenn
or even three-farthings a pound that w
want to see the price of meat reducec
but we want it reduced twopence or thre
penee a pound. T am told the retail pric
of butcher's meat in Perth is eightpent
or ninepence, some people say tenpence
pound.

M=r. Higmam: A sghilling.

Tee PREMIER : I know it is highe
than it used to Le, though I do not kno
the price exactly now. While we w
congidering this matter, I think if th
mover of this motion (Mr. Vosper) want
& good “eryv” to go to his electors—an
it 18 always a good thing to bave a goo
ery: I should like fo have one myself-
it would hardly be prudent on his part t
take away this duty on meat, Decans
depend upon it this 18 & geod cry to hav
about the tax on what we eat; and if w
remove this duty, whether through th
hon. member’s instrumentality or not, ;
will be a terrible loss to those who ar
opposing the Government.

Me. Kinesmirt: We will get a bette

ery.

Tag PREMIER: It will be difficul
to get a better ecry. You cannot alway
find a good ery that will “take on.
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“The Bill to the people” was a very
good cry, and the high price of meat 1s
another good ory; and I should really
advise hon. members opposite not to
remove all these good cries they have
now, because in the coming election they
will ind them most useful.

Mr. VospEr: That is the Govern-
ment policy, not the Opposition.

Tee PREMIER.: I believe that if we
take a farthing off imnported beef, and a
farthing off imported mutton, my good
friends, the poor men, are not going to get
a great reduction by that; for I believe
the importers or the Lutchers will get
the lot. If anyone thinks the consumers
are gomg to get any of it, if they think
the wholesale butchers are going to make
a reduction to the retailers of mutton,
that expectation is absurd. Wholesale
butchers do not deal in farthings: I do
not think they deal in halfpennies: pence
are the lowest coin they deal in for
wholesale purposes. So that when we
take this farthing off, and although I
can do without this farthing, speaking
as Treasurer of the colony, still it is
useful to the Treasurer because it isa
large sum when all the farthings are
mixed together ; and these farthings will

be useful to the whole congregation of

butchers throughout the colony. They
will have the farthing, somehow, amongst
them ; but as to the ordinary consumer
getting any part of the farthing, he will
not get a cent of it. My friend, the
member for East Fremantle (Mr.
Holmes), who knows all about this busi-
ness, told us on a previous occasion what
was the effect of a reduction in the
import duty on meat; and I remember
that when we took 15s8. & head duty off
imported bullocks and tock half the duty
off imported sheep, the hon. member told
us that he got £300 that week out of the
reduction, that it all went into his pocket;
ard he gaid-—I have a good memory and
remember this well—that if we wouldonly
give him the other half of the duty, he
really believed he could afford to make
some reduction jn the price of meat to
the poor man. So it appears that as
the wholesale butchers got only half the
amount of duty at the previous reduction,
they would not make any reduction to
sonsumers, but wanted the other half of
the duty also, when perhaps they might
be able to make some reduction. When
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we do give them the other half, as T hope
we shall be able to do some day, the hon.
member (Mr. Holmes} may reduce the
price to consumers, not a farthing a
pound, but twopence a pound. Then we
will all cheer him, and look on him as a
bit of a benefactor. I am going to move
an smendmeént on the motion, in the most
friendly way, because I recognise this is
not & matter of urgency, although one of
great importance; and if this were an
ordinary session, I should be glad to go
into the subject and deal with it. Itmay
be possible for me to deal with this ques-
tion and with many others in regard to
duties, in the coming session; and that
will be the last opportunity we shall
have, probably, of looking at the tariff
befure federation. If we enter the federa-
tion under the five.years sliding scale, we
may revise the duties; not with the idea
of increaging them, but Denefiting our
revenue. To do it otherwise would not
be honourable as between colonies, but
there will be no harm in amending our
duties so as to make them more equitable
and more beneficial to this coelony,
although not so as to break faith or do
anything that anyone can complain of in
regard to the contract under the terms of
the federal constitution. I think it would
be wise on our part to deal with this
matter then ; and I propose to do =0 in
the ordinary session. I do not Imow
what we may do then, but T will look
into the matter between now and the end
of June, when we shall meet again. I do
not want my friend, Mr. Vosper, to think
we are acting in a manner any way hostile
to his proposal. Even if the hon. mem-
ber carried his motion at the present
time, it could not possibly have any
effect, or would not be likely to have
any effect, during this short session.
It conld only be an instruction to the
Government to deal with the matter,
and I do not think we would be able to
do it at the present moment. I there-
fore ask the hon. member if he will
accept an amendment, that this question
be deferred till the ordinary session, to
be held a few weeks hence. If the hon.
member will meet me in the matter, I
will undertake then to give him every
opportunity to discuss this question, and,
as I have said, the matter is not so
urgent and is not going to affect the
people much at the present time, the
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items being too small. Although the
passing of thie motion might give
satisfaction to some people in the contry,
yet they would find that while they were
crying out for bread we would be giving
them a stone—something they would not
be able to realise, because 1f this duty
were taken off to-night, there would be
no difference in the price of meat to-
morrow.  There might be a little
difference in the price of frozen meat;
perbaps a halfpenny a tin might be taken
off it, reducing the price of the 2lb. tin to
about 1s. 4d. But if we could make a
reduction of twopence or tbreepence a
pound for meat, or even a penny per pound,
there might be some urgency about it.
But we know that cannot be done by
taking off the duty. The question may
be fairly left till the end of June, when
we meet again. While I give the hon.
member consideration for bringing the
matter forward in the moderate way in
which he has treated it to-day, I think
we had better get on with the special
business we have in hand, and deal with
this question of the meat duties during
the next ordinary session. I would ask
all hon. members here to let us finish the
special work as quickly as we can, and

then let us prorogue, to meet again for |

the ordinary session beginning at the
usual time; and let us have the referendum
of the people of this colony on tfhe
Federation Bill, as soon as it is considered
advisable to do so—that is if we pass
the Bill. I have no doubt this House
will pass the Bill to have a referendum,
and have done with it, s0 that we may
see what the people want.

M=. VospEr: Are you prepared to go
on with the Federation Bill to-night ?

Tee PREMIER: I did not expect
the business on the Notice Paper for
to-day would be dizposed of so quickly.
T am quite prepared to go on with the
Bill, which is simple and requires little
explanation, but the Bill will not be
down till to-morrow. The hon. member,
in my experience of him, has shown him-
self to be considerate; and when a good
case is put before him and an appeal is
made, he is open to reason. Therefore,
I ask him to accept my amendment, or
to say he will withdraw his motion till we
meet again next session. I beg o move

That this question be deferred till the next
ordinary session, to meet in a few weeks,
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Me. A. FORREST (West Kimberley)
There are many members on this (Min
terial) side of the House who are incline
to follow the hon. member ou this ques
tion; but if this is going to be a part
vote, we will not be inclined to suppo
him. If the hon member wants th
duty taken off in the ordinary course ¢
business in this House, many member
here are prepared to support his motio:
I am prepared to support it, and I repre
sent the largest catile district in th
colony.

M=z. VOSPER (in reply): I mean t
accept the amendment.

Amendment put and passed, and th
motion as amended (for deferring th
question) agreed to.

ADJOURNMENT.

The business on the Notice Pape
having been disposed of, the Hons
adjourned at 14 minutes past 5 o'cloc
until the next day.

Wegislative @ouneil,
Wednesday, 23rd May, 1900.

Papers presented«-Qvt&estion: Efficient Schools—Que
tion: Railway orkekops, Midland Junction-
Session Orders—Address.in-reply, debate resumne
and coneluded—Adjourament.

Tae PRESIDENT took the Chair a
4:30 o'clock, p.m.

PravEBSs.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the ConoNiar SECERETARY:
Regulations under Minernl Tands Act
2, Report of Education Departmen
1899.

Ordered to lie on the table.



